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EE CIRCULAR 


Aims to be the exponent of Bible Communism, advocating the 
Religion of the Bible, end the Socialism of the Primitive 
Charch, It will, also, giveits readers a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

It is offered, as the gospel is, without money and without 
price to those who choose to receive it thus, or at One Dollar 
a year tosuch asprefer to pay. Atp t it is supported princi} 
pally by the funds of the Oneida Community and its branches, 
sided by the free contributions of its friends, and a few remit- 
tances from those who choose to pay for it. Our expectation, 
however, is, that the idea of a Free Dairy Rexicious Press, as 
the complement and consummation of Free Schools, Free 
Churches, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually be- 
come known, and be appreciated among all spiritually minded 
religionists, and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of 
that idea, will draw to itself a volunteer constituency more 
whole-hearted, for instance, than that which surrounds the Bi- 
ble Society, and endows it annually with a revenue of severa! 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return usa copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 


Address ** THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.’ 








WANTED. 


Intelligent, reliable, sympathetic, volunteer Cor- 
respondents, in our own country and every part 
of the world, who will give us early and au- 
thentic information of events occurring in their 
respective localities, that are of a remarkable char- 
acter, orof general interest to mankind, and who 
will also furnish us, from time to time, with brief 
and lucid expositions of such topics as come within 
their range of thought and observation. 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 

mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 
_ 2, The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalinitsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Preys is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Keli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in their possession. 





Che Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Ss. New house’s 


SUPERIOR STEEL TRAPS, 


Enameled Traveling-Bags, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satin Cravats, dc. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEG ETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 

Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
Will receive prompt attention. 


Arron 
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Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection. Origin of Evil.Our 
Relationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death,Con- 
densation of Life, &c, &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
Conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitu- 


tional basis, and 
prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with ‘the contents of this book. . 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Community and its branches ; presenting. 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
oftheir Religious and Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Norrs. Pamphlet, 63 cts. 
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R. Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
Bished to order; and any of the above Publications 





may be sent by mail to all parts of the country. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 

—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acresof 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
Foran account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here twelve 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Conn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

—The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 


—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of InsPiRATION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bible Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human bedy, and on the exercise of rrex crITICcism 
on the part of all its members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 


—-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of «attaining 
the requisite means, to build» much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—Tue Circunar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 


its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed formula of 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 


The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with .the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrecticn of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property ef all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling togetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 


lies. 
Home Churches and Home Schools. 
Meetings every Evening. 
Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 
Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 
A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 
ted to God. 
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“The Throne of David.” 





“~ 








From the Berean. 


An article with the above title was 
published by Prof. Bush, in the “ Hiero- 
phant,” in Dec. 1843, which we here 


copy. 

* By those who have followed the train of our 
exposition of the 7th of Daniel, it will have been 
seen that we have dwelt largely on the position, 
that the kingdom of the Son of man, instead of 
being properly a future expectancy, did in fact 
commence ages ago, at hisascension in the clouds 
of heaven to the Father’s right hand. Although 
there is indeed abundant evidence that his kingly- 
power is yet to be more illustriously demonstrat- 
ed, and more universally acknowledged, in the 
ages of coming time, when the kingdoms of this 
world shall recognize in him their predestined and 
lawful Sovereign, yet that his actual investiture 
with the regal dignity has long since taken place, 
we are fully persuaded. The providential delay 
in assuming to the full extent his promised do- 
minion, does not militate with the fact of his hav- 
ing received, at his ascension, the plenary title to 
it. The case is strikingly illustrated by that of 
his lineal and typical predecessor, David. He, as 
we learn from the inspired history, was anoint- 
ed by Samuel! several years before he actually 
entered upon the exercise of his royal authority. 
The jealous hostility of Saul availeé to banish 
him for a long season from public view, and com- 
pelled him to wander in the wilderness as a roe 
that would escape the hands of the hunter. It 
was only by pressing onwards through a formida- 
ble array of obstacles and enemies, that he found 
a way to his own throne, and made good the di- 
vine designation which had chosen him from the 
sheepfolds to rule over Isracl. In like manner, 
although the Savior was anointed King of Zion 
at his exaltation from the grave, and the second 
Psalm recites the decree of recognition, on the 
part of Jehovah himself, of his title to this august 
character, yet the course of Providence, for wise 
reasons, has been such as to prevent, as in the 
case of David, his more open, visible, and ac- 
knowledged supremacy being thus far entered 
upon. | Still, it cannot be doubted that every thing 
is in the meantime ending, in the councils of God, 
to the ultimate assertion of that paramount dig- 
nity and dominion, which is secured to him by 
the unerring word of prophecy; and it would be 
a very erroneous reading of the oracles of scrip- 
ture, that should fail to recognize him as even 
now really sustaining all the characters which the 
Old Testament prophets announce in respect to 
him. Thus it was clearly predicted that he should 
be a Son and successor of David, and should sit 
upon his throne. This prediction announces a 
form of the Savior’s empire, which we are prone 
to regard as yet future. We image to ourselves 
in a vague and indefinite manner, some future 
phasis of the meaiatorial kingdom, particularly in 
connection with the conversion of the Jews, when 
he shall be distinctly manifested and contessed as 
the successor of David in some manner entirely 
different from any thing that has been hitherto 
predicable of bis sovereignty. We find it difficult 
to conceive of him as at present sustaining that 
character, just as the tribes of Israel might be 
supposed to have found it difficult to luok upon 
David as really their king, while he was fleeing 
from the pursuit of Saul over the mountains of 
Judea. But it is the great character of prophecy 
to resolve itself more and more into a shadowed 
and symbulical portraiture of the actual accom- 
plished events of Providence which are to be read 
in the page of histury. So, in the present case, 
the predictea character of Christ as the inheritor 
of the throne of his father David, is fully estab- 
lished in the realized facts of Providence; and the 
following extract from Edward’s ‘ History of Re 
demption,’ presents a view of it which will be 
seen to be of immense importance in this relation : 

“* Christ was legally descended from the kings 
of Judah, though he was not naturally descended 
from them. He was both legally and naturally de- 
scended from Nathan, the sun of David; for Mary, 
his mother, was of the posterity of David by Nath- 
an, as may be seen in Luke’s genealogy ; but Joseph 
the reputed and legal father of Christ, was natural- 
ly descended from Solomon and his successors, as 
we have an account in Matthew’s genealogy.— 
Jesus Christ, though he was not the natural son 
of Joseph, yet, by the law and constitution of the 
Jews, he was Joseph,s lawful heir; he was the 
lawful sun of Joseph’s lawful wife; conceived 
while she was his espoused wife. The Holy 
Ghost raised up seed to him. By the law of Mo- 
ses, &@ person might be the legal sun and heir of 
another whose natural son he was not; as some- 
times a man raised up seed to hws brother; a bro- 
ther in some cases was to build up a brother's 
house; sv the Holy Ghost built up Joseph’s 
house. And Joseph being in the direct line of 
the kings of Judah, the house of David, he was 


the crown of David, and is therefore said to sit 
the throne of David.’ 

“Tt is undoubtedly very common, on reading or 
hearing the following passage, Ezek. 21: 17, ‘I 
will overturn, overturn, overturn, till Ae shall 
come whose right itis,’ to understand its accom- 
plishment as in every respect yet future; but the 
words of Peter, Acts 2: 30, interpreted on the 
ground above assumed, show it as having entered” 
upon a course of fulfillment ;. ‘ Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing of a truth that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of 
his loins, according to the flesh, he would ratee 
up Christ to sit upon his throne; be. seeing this 
before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that 
his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did 
see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being 
by the right hand of God exalted, and having re- 
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see 
and hear.’ What then should prevent us from 
understanding as literally accomplished tho 
words of Gabriel, in announcing the birth of the 
Savior to Mary, Luke 1: 30—33, ‘ Behold thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb. and bring forthe 
son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great, and shall be called [because he shall be}, 
the Son of the Highost; and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his Father David ; and 
he shall reign over the house of David forever, and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end?’ We ad- 
mit of course that his regal dominion is. in the 

rocess of universal establishment—that it will 
be eventually far more visibly and signally mani- 
fested than it ever yet has been; still we cannot 
resist the evidenco that it has been long since com- 
menced in such a manner as to satisfy the very 
letter cf the predictions. It may indeed be af- 
firmed that the prophetic oracles warrant the cx- 
pectation that this kingdom shall be visibly es- 
tablished on earth, and that Jesus Christ shall 
he as truly recognized as the occupant of David's 
throne, and that too among the Jewish race, as 
was David himself in the days of his life.— 
Granted; but still, we ask what is there to for- 
bid the idea that that kingdom has already com- 
menced, and that the Messiah’s headship over it 
is in a continued process of development, which 
will ultimately reach a consummation that shall 
perfectly realize the highest import of the lan- 
guage applied to it? Is the fact of his being the 
spiritual king of Zion necessarily inconsistent 
with the fact of his being at the same time her 
literal king? It was clearly predicted that he 
should ‘sit a priest upon his throne, or that: the 
regal and sacerdotul character should be combinad 
in him. But his priesthood is not the less real 
because it is not visibly exercised at an earthly 
altar, and in connection with an earthly temple. 
And so, although his throne is not now an object 
of the senses on the material earth, yet we see 
not why the royal succession of the line of Ba- 
vid is not continued in Him, who is ascended on 
high, and has been crowned ‘Lord of all to the 
glory of God the Father.’ 

“The suggestions now offered are intended ta 
bear upon the mode of interpretation adopted by 
many excellent men, both in this country and in 
England, and on the ground of which they are led 
to look for a future personal manifestation of 
Christ in his kingly character and on this terves- 
trial theater. Though fully aware of the force of 
the argument, as drawn from the [eller of scrip- 
ture, yet we cunnot assure ourselves that this is 
the true-meant sense, because we cannot feel 
sure of being in possession of those laws of spir- 
itual and physical being upon which such mani- 
festation must necessarily depend. We are not 
satisfied that the raised, spiritualized, and 
glorified bodies of Christ, or the saints, can be 
scen by mortal eyes; nor, if they could, are we 
convinced that this mode of manifestation would 
address itself any more effectually to the intel- 
lectual principles of our nature than they do when 
seen by a purely spiritual vision. Take the case 
of a single church visited by a powerful revival of 
religion ; does not the presence of Christ as real- 
ly, yea, and as visibly, manifest itself as if he 
were personally present in bodily form? Sup- 
pose such an influence vastly extended, so as tu 
embrace in fact the whole world; would there 
not then be such areal and visible demunstra- 
tion of the divine presence, power, and working, 
as would answer all the demands of pruphecy rela- 
tive to what is often termed the personal reign 
of Christ during the millennial age ? 

“ We throw out these queries suggestively.— 
For ourselves, we have a@ latant persuasivn that 
the true sense of many of the prophecies, relative 
to the grand futurities of the church and ‘the 
world, cannot be determined without a fuller 
knowledge than we at present possess, respecting 
the psychical conditions of our being, and the 
laws that regulate the relations of matter to 
spirit. Who shall define for us the precise line 
ot demarcation, where the sight of the body ends 
and that of the spirit begins? It is to us by no 
means clear, that the church at large is not to be 
elevated into a state of spiritual perception very 
much akin to thatof the prophets themselves, be- 





the legal heir to the crown of David; and Uhrist 
being legally his first-born son, he was _ his heir; : 
and so Christ, by the law, was the proper heir of 


fore they can pruperly be said tv see what the 
prophets have described. If these suggestivns 
are well founded, it follows, that study of the 
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eubjective as wcll as the objective, enters of ne- 
cessity into the sphere of propheuc elucidation.” 
—Hierophant. p. 279. 

REMARKS. 

The suggestions of the foregoing arti- 
cle are, in our view, unusually sensible, 
and give cheering indications that scien- 
tific and popular investigations of proph- 
ecy are advancing in the right direction. 
We agree with Mr. Bush “ that the king- 
dom of the Son of man, instead of being 
properly a future expectancy, did in fact 
commence ages ago;” and we attach 
great importance to this view, as being 
essential toa right understanding of the 
whole drama of the prophetic scriptures. 
We think, however, that some particu- 
lars of the outline marked out by the 
typical illustratuen which Mr. Bush em- 
ploys, may be improved. 

Taking the history of David as a min- 
jature of Christ’s progressive exaltation, 
we cunnot admit that the period of the 
spiritual David’s exclusion from his 
throne by the persecution of his rival, ex- 
tends over the enormous space of eighteen 
hundred years ; i. e., from his anointing 
at his ascension, till the present time. 
There is evidently some confusion and 
inconsisteney in representing that the 
kingdom of the Son of man “ in fact com- 
menced ages ago,” and yet that the Son 
of man is still as David was “ before he 
actually entered upoa the exercise of roy- 
al authority.” While Saul lived, David’s 
kingdom did not commence, but was a 
“future expectancy.” His nomination 
and right to the throne by the anointing 
of Samuel, was one thing; the com- 
mencement of his reign was another.— 
Our theory of the second advent directs 
us to a better way of applying the illus- 
tration. 

Christ was anointed, and the decree 
of his sovereignty went forth, at his as- 
vension. He was then in the position 
of David after his nomination, and before 
the death of Saul, ‘Though he was God’s 
chosen king, he had properly no kingdom 
either in the visible or invisible worlds. 
The old Mosaic hierarchy remained in 
possession of that partof Israel which was 
in this world, and spiritual wickedness 
reigned in the ‘heavenly places.” (See 
Eph. 6: 12, Rev. 12: 7.) He had a band 
of followers on earth, and also doubtless 
in heaven. So David, while hiding in 
the wilderness from the face of Saul, gath- 
ered about him a company of adherents. 

During the whole period of the apostolic 
age, Christ, by his messengers and spirit, 
was making known to heaven and earth 
his right to reign, and was thus working 
his way to the throne of Israel. So Da- 
vid, by the conspicuous position which 
he assumed, and the glorious deeds 
which he performed during the time 
while he was excluded and persecuted by 
Saul, was winning the hearts of the peo- 
ple, and preparing to ascend the throne. 
But in both cases the Lord’s anointed 
was for the time being only king de jure, 
not king de facto.” 





*There is a singular coincidence with this view of 
the parallel between David's history during the life 
ef Saul, and Christ’s history during the apostolic 
age, inthe fact that Pgul, before his conversion 
and when he was ‘‘ breathing out threatening and 
slaughter against the church,” was called Savr. 
When Christ appeared to him on the plains of Da- 
innseus, he said—** Saul. Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” Is it mot allowable to suppose that 
“hrist intended by his emphatic repetition of the 


wame, to suggest the coincidence of Saul’s spirit and 
course with that of his ancient namesake? The 
~cene admits of an interesting comparison with that 
interview between David and Saul in the wilderness 


Now instead of supposing that Christ 
remained in this semi-regal posture for 
ages, and remains there still, as Mr. 
Bush’s representation implies, we find in 
the events connected with the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, a counterpart of the 
overthrow of Saul and the commence- 
ment of David’s actual sovereignty. From 
the beginning of the testimony of the gos- 
pel, the kingdom of heaven was declared 
to be very near. John the Baptist cried 
in the wilderness, saying—‘‘ The king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” Christ pro- 
claimed in Galilee and Judea—“ The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The 
twelve, and the seventy, were commis- 
sioned to carry abroad the tidings— The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” On the 
one hand, the bare terms of this oft-re- 
peated annunciation preclude the idea 
that the establishment of the Messiah’s 
kingdom was to be deferred eighteen 
hundred or two thousand years; and on 
the other we have decisive collateral evi- 
dence that it did not refer to the ascen- 
sion of Christ or to any other event pre- 
vious to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
As a specimen of this evidence we will 
simply cite Luke 21: 31—“So likewise 
ye, when ye see these things [viz. the dis- 
tress and ruin of the Jewish nation by 
the Romans] come to pass, know ye that 
the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” It 
cannot be doubted that this refers to the 
same kingdom as that announced in the, 
proclamation of John the Baptist, of 
Christ, and of the apostles ; and its com- 
mencement is here manifestly placed 
after the destruction of Jerusalem. That 
it was te be very soon after that event, 
is proved by the statement which follows 


you, this generation shall not pass away, 
till all be fulfilled.” Some event then 
came to pass very soon after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, which was worthy to 
be marked as the commencement of the 
kingdom of heaven. What that event 
was, we may help ourselves to under- 
stand, by a right application of Mr. Bush’s 
illustration. Our view is, that, as Christ, 
after his ascension, and during the apos- 
tolic age, was, like David before the 
death of Saul, the annointed but not in- 
augurated and acknowledged king of Is- 
rael, so immediately atter the destruction 
of Jerusalem, he, like David after the 
death of Saul, began to be invested with 
the actual sovereignty to which he was 
entitled. 

The only natural and proper period for 
the commencement of the kingdom of the 
Messiah, was at the termination of the 
Mosaic economy ; and that economy did 
not terminate either at the birth, death, 
or ascension of Christ, but at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. The time for 
the cessation of the daily sacrifice, and, 
with it, of the civil and ecclesiastical or- 
ganization instituted by Moses, had been 
appointed by the prophets, and by Christ 
himself. It had been distinctly placed 
at the distance of a generation from 
Christ’s personal ministry ; and accord- 
ingly it came, A. D.'70. “Whatever was 
doze before that time, could not proper- 





thou huntest my soul to take it.” 1 Sam. 24; 11. 
Paul had ** profited moro than his equals in the 
Jews’ religion” He was ‘a head taller than the 
rest of the people” in spiritual stature. He might 
therefore be considered as the representative of that 
kingdom which preceded and for a time rivaled 
Christianity, as the kingdom of Saul preceded and 
rivaled that of David. In that character he perse- 





ot Engedi, when David in expostulation with his 
enemy, said—‘‘1 have not sinned against thee, yet 


cuted Christ, and his name was curiously appropri- 
ate to his position. 
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the verse cited, viz., “ Verily I say unto] 











ly be anything more than such prepara- 
tory arrangements for a new kingdom, as 
were made in the case of David during 
the continuance of Saul’s kingdom. To 
suppose that the kingdom of heaven com- 
menced before the Mosaic kingdom had 
come to an end, would be to suppose that 
God placed Israel under two independent 
dynasties at the same time—that David 
and Saul reigned contemporaneously, 
and both by divine authority. And on 
the other hand, to suppose that the king- 
dom of heaven did not commence imme- 
diately after the termination of the Mo- 
saic kingdom, would be to suppose that 
God, after having established an earthly 
kingdom over Israel for a season, at last, 
instead of bringing in a heavenly success- 
or to that kingdom,abandoned his people 
and the world to anarchy. As David did 
not commence his reign while Saul’s dy- 
nasty continued, and did commence his 
reign immediately after that dynasty 
terminated, so the kingdom did not come 
while Judaism existed, and did come im- 
mediately after {its destruction, i. e., at 
the cessation of the temple worship in 
A. D.'70. (Conclusion neat week.) 
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ONEIDA, SEPTEMBER 19, 1861. 





The President and Fremont. 





The Proclamation of Gen. Fremont—the 
truest, noblest, most statesnianlike and carnest 
thing which has been done during the entire 
course of this war—has been modified by the 
President. How modified is explained in the 
following letter from Mr. Lincoln to Gen, 
Fremont : 


Wasuincton, Saturpay, Sept. 11, 1861. 
Major-General Joun C. Fremont: 


Sir: Yours of the 8th, in answer to mine of 
the 2d inst., was just received. Assuming that 
you, upon the ground, could better judge of the 
necessities of your position than I could at this 
distance, on seeing your proclamation of August 
30, I perceived no general objection to it; the 
particular clause, however, in relation to the con- 
fiscation of property and the liberation of slaves, 
appeared to me to be objectionable in its non-con- 
formity to the act of Congress passed the 6th of 
last August upon the same subjects, and hence I 
wrote you expressing my wish that that clause 
should be modified accordingly. Your answer, 
just received, expresses the preference on your 
part, anc that I should make an open order for 
the modification, which I very cheerfully do. It 
is therefore ordered that the said clause of said 
proclamation be so modified, held, and construed 
as toconform with and not to transcend the 
provisions on the same subject contained in tho 
act of Congress entitled: ‘ An act to confiscate 
property used for insurrectionary purposes, ap- 
proved August 6, 1861; and that said act be 
published at length with this order. 

Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] 


A. Lincoun. 

The act of Congress here referred to, en- 
titled ‘‘ An act to confiscate property used for 
insurrectionary purposes” may be briefly de- 
scribed. The first section provides that all 
property purchased, sold, or given, with the 
intention of being used in promoting the South- 
ern Rebellion, and all property thus actually 
used, shall be subject to seizure, confiscation, 
and condemnation. The second and third 
sections direct that such property shall be con- 
demned in the District or Circuit Courts of 
the United States, sitting in districts where 
the property was seized or into which it may 
be taken. The fourth section is as follows : 

And be it further enacted, That whenever here- 
after, during the present insurrection against the 
Government of the United States, any person 
claimed to be held to labor or service under the 
law of any state, shall be required or permitted 
by the person to whom such labor or service is 
claimed to be due, or by the lawful agent of such 
person, to take up arms against the United States, 
or shall be required or permitted by the person 
to whom such labor or service is claimed to be 
due, or his lawful agent. to work or to be employed 
in or upon any fort, navy yard, dock, armory, 
ship, intrenchment, or in any military or naval 
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service whatsoever, against the Government and 
lawful authority of the United States, then and 
in every such case the person to whom such !abor 
or service is claimed to be due shall forfeit his 
claim to such labor, any law of the state or of the 
United States to the contrary notwithstandi 
And whenever thereafter the person claiming su 
labor or service shall seek to enforce his claim, it 
shall be a full and sufficient answer to such claim 
that the person whose service or labor is claimed 
had been employed in bostile service azainst the 
Government of the United States, contrary to the 
provisions of this act. 

Our readers can turn to the Proclamation of 
Fremont in the Circular of the 5th inst., and 
by comparing it with the above section of the 
confiscation act and Mr. Lincoln’s letter, they 


will understand the effect of the modification. 


The heart of the North, we think, is with 
Fremont, and we hope the people will stand 
by him and his policy. An hour like the pres- 
ent is not tke time to interfere in favor of Slay- 
ery,and the President betrays an unwise timid- 
ity in arresting the earnestness and vigor of 
Fremont. T. Le P. 





Existing Miracles. 





‘* These signs shall follow them that believe: In 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues ; they shall take up serpents; and 
if they drizk any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.” Mark i6: 18, 19. 


The “signs” that are here promised to fol- 
low true believers, are doubtless intended as a 
means of convincing the world; but a more 
interesting and important view is, that they in- 
dicate the measure of power which is necessa- 
ry for the salvation of the church itself. Un- 
believers may or may not be affected by these 
signs ; but it is at least certain that no church 
can get along and be saved, without them. We 
need in our every day experience, to be able 
to cast out devils, to take up serpents, and 
drink deadly things without harm, All our 
relations to the world and. to matter, bring us 
into contact with spiritual enchantments, and 
poisonous principalities. Habit is an indica- 
tion of the extent to which matter is sur- 
rounded with a diabolic charm. Our situation 
is such as exposes us more or less to eat, drink, 
and breathe in this evil element; and we must 
have power to digest it. It is idle to think of 
salvation with any less miraculous power than 
is promised in this list of signs. The signs 
enumerated did manifestly follow the believers 
of the Primitive Church; and the interesting 
question is whether they are exhibited among 
believers now. We recur to the subject for 
the purpose of distinctly affirming the fact, 
and acknowledging to the praise of God, that 
his promise of miraculous power and _protec- 
tion is abundantly fulfilled to those who in this 
day, believe on Christ. We may see new 
and increasing evidence of this daily. Those 
‘* signs ”? are constantly before our eyes, in 
the casting out of diseases, breaking the power 
of evil habits, expelling the effect of sin from 
body and soul, and overcoming the serpent 
poison of the surrounding world. The sin- 
cere, persevering confession of Christ is sure 
of doing all this: we could have no better evi- 
dence of it, if we should see one rise from the 
dead. Let all who are in temptation and 
affliction, take note of this fact : As believers 1# 
Christ, they are members of a body which ws 
alive wich MIRACULOUS PowER. They are not 
subject to the dead reign of natural hws: not 
ona level with the unbelieving condition of 
other men. Let them look for daily changes, 
miraculous improvement, resurrection advance. 








Late News. 


Marrers ar WasHIncTon remain compar- 
tively quiet, considering the concentration of hoe- 
tile forces in its vicinity. It is believed that the 
rebels are bringing forward all their possible 
force to the Potomac for a desperate struggle, 
There is continuous skirmishing of outposts going 
on. Both parties have made reconnoisances in 
force involving some fighting. The expectation 
is that a great battle will take place within a few 
days. This however, is uncertain. 

Srverat Sxremisues between the Union troops 
and the Rebels have taken place in Western Vir- 
ginia since our last issue, resulting in favor of the 
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former. There has also been some fighting in 
Missouri of no very desisive character however. 
A large portion of that State is overrun by law- 
Jess and ruffianly hordes of rebels, and it will ev- 
idently require a vigorous campaign to drive them 
out or subdue them. 

Amonc THe Kixiep by the Little Platte 
Bridge disaster, was Barclay Coppic, who was 
with John Brown in the Harper’s Ferry affair, 
together with five or six men with him, en route 
to join Montgomery’s Kansas Brigade. 


From St. Lovis it is stated that Col. F. P. 
Blair, Jr. was on the 15th inst. ordered by the 
Provost Marshal, to report himself under arrest, 
on a general charge of using disrespectful language 
when addressing superior officers. The dispatch 
says that “it is understood that the precise 
charge on which Col. Blair was arrested, is in- 
subordination, in commnnicating while a milita- 
ry officer, with the authorities at Washington, 
making complaints against, and using disrespect- 
ful language towards Major Gen. Fremont, with 
a view of effecting his removal. It is stated that 
letters written by Col. Blair are in possession of 
Gen. Fremont.” 

Rev. Dr. Bacon of New Haven has three 
sons in the service of the United States. One is 
on board the U. S. vessel [roquois, another is sur- 
geon of the Connecticut 7th, and another captain 
in the same regiment. 

Tue WILL oF THE LaTE Gen. Lyon gives all 
his property, some thirty thousand dollars, to the 
United States Government. 


Tue N. Y. Trrsune says, “ It is useless to dis- 
guise the fact that the question more widely and 
earnestly discussed than any other at this moment 
is—whether the war can be brought to a success- 
ful termination and the system of Slavery re- 
main untouched ? ” 

Apvices From Buenos Ayres brought by the 
British bark convoy, show that country to be in 
avery unsettled state. Martial law had been 
prociaimed in the city of Buenos Ayres and it 
was expected daily that Gen. Urquiza would 
march into tho city at the head of an army. 

Tur Sunpay epition of the Tribune which 
was begun on the 28th of last April, has been 
discontinued. 

Tue Presipent has appointed Secretary Sew- 
ard, Secretary C. B. Smith, Edward Everett, Prof. 
Joseph Henry, of the Smithsonian Institute, Rob- 
ert B. Minturn of New York, J. D. Coleman of 
Pennsylvania, J. H. Kliphart of Ohio, J. R. Part- 
ridge of Maryland, B. P. Johnson of New York, 
Rich. Wallach, Mayor of Washington, and J.C. G. 
Kennedy, Superintendent of the Census Bereau, 
Commissioners to represent the interest of Ameri- 
can exhibitors at the Exhibition of the Industry 
of all Nations, to be held in the City of London, 
in 1862. 





An Oneida Journal. 


Business Items.—The question of lighting the 
new House with gas decided in the affirmative.— 
A gas-fitter from Syracuse arrived Saturday, to 
make the necessary measurements, &c. The ma- 
sons have been putting on the finishing touch to 
the foundation walls. The tinners have com- 
pleted their work on the roof in a very satisfacto- 
tymanner. Window-sashes are being put in, and 
water-pipes put up. The noise of the hammer re- 
sounds more and more as floors are being laid, 
and preparations for Jathing, &c., go on. 

Amusements, Excursions, §c.—Friday, Sept. 
13.—A party of eight went to Trenton Falls, with 
tent and provisions, expecting to be absent three 
days. This is becoming a favorite jaunt with our 
excursionists, as the ride, though a long one, affords 
opportunity for a mid-day pic-nic at some wayside 
grove going and returning, and the scenery of the 
Falls is very charming.—An extempore fete took 
Place at home, after supper, on the dedication of a 
vew walk in the grove beyond the creek. The 
§pproach to the grove is through a beautiful mea- 
dow, and across a miniature suspension bridge. 
On the other side of the bridge is a pasture bound- 
ed by the creek—a bank thickly covered with 
young trees rises suddenly from the surrounding 
flat. A walk wide enough for two abreast, was 
cut in this bank, and winds along among the trevs 
—curvin g in and out, according to the graceful 
‘weep of the hill,and comes out at the top on a 
piece of table land. From various points on this 
Plateau fine views of the Community building, 
gardens, and the beautiful western hills, can be 
obtained—and here, after rambling about awhile, 
many of the younger portion of the company en- 
€aged in various sports. Rustic seats were placed 
4t frequent intervals along the path, where those 


-life in a state of diffusion. 


disposed, could rest, or partake of some simple 
refreshment. A few tunes from a group of youth- 
ful performers, styled the Brass Band—and 48 
march home, to the song, “ John Brown’s soul is 
marching on,” concluded the festival. ——Sunday, 
15.—Several gentlemen went to Peterboro to at- 
tend Gerrit Smith’s meeting. —— Monday, 16.— 
A party of seventeen, composed mostly of those 
engaged in the Laundry department, started for 
Cazenovia Lake, to be absent twodays. The sea- 
son for excursions is almost over, and the pleasant 
days and moonlight nights of the present month 
are improved accordingly. 

Criticism.—The propensity of some young per- 
sons, so innate, to see evil in those around them— 
to speak of it in a gossiping way, thus magnifying 
what was a trivial thing, into an evil of great mag- 
nitude, is one that requires the longest and se- 
verest struggle to overcome. One who is under 
the influence of such a spirit is liable to see every- 
thing in a wrong lizht—and often it seems as if 
the devil, who delights insuch things, exercised a 
certain providence of his own, to make persons 
say and do what can be turned to evil in this 
wrong, judging way. Evil speaking,and evil think- 
ing of one another, is exceedingly hateful to God, 
and togetrid of it we should become perfectly dis- 
gusted with it. 

Evening Discussions.—G.—We have much to 
say of the importance of having a good spirit. 
Our views of theology and of morals all hinge on 
that one thing. We do notexpect to attain right- 
eousness by putting ourselves or others under 
law—we do not set up a rigid system of external 
morality to be secured by legal force—-we do not 
even have a formal constitution with rules and 
ordinances like those of the churches. But in 
the place of these we do insist that cach one must 
have a good spirit. We depend for the exbibi- 
tion of righteousness among us entirely on this 
agency. 

It would be well for ua to reéxamine our ideas 
and see precisely what we mean by that expres- 
sion. Wecunfess Christ in us a good spirit, a 
spirit of faith, of love, &c., and are accustomed to 
criticise persons for the exhibition in any case of 
a bad spirit; we repel what we call the spirit of 
unbelief, the spirit of disease, &c., and exhort one 
another to invite a spirit of health, We thus 
recognize the spiritual condition as all -important, 
and recognize our own ability in some degree to 
determine that condition. What then, is our 
meaning in all this? And what is the process 
by which a good or a bad spirit is entertained ? 

The word spirit is from the Latin spiro, signi- 
fying I breathe. Spirit, then, has some relation, 
either direct or derived, to the idea of breath. 
Inspiration, another term that we often uso, is 
from the same Latin original, and is literally, in- 
breathing. 

Spirit and inspiration do not have reference to 
atmospheric air, but to asnbstance as real as that, 
emanating from life, and they correspond in some 
way, undoubtedly, to the physical action of breath- 
ing. Now breathing is a two-fold process, con™ 
sisting of the act of inhaling air and of exhaling 
or breathing it out. My idea of inspiration and 
of spirit makes them analagous to these two acts 
—the one is an inbreathing of life, and the other, 
At any rate, whether 
these terms describe the correspondence or not, 
it is true of every living person, that he is on the 
one hand imbibing, and on the other diffusing a 
vital element, all the time, by a process as natural 
and involuntary as that of breathing. Inspiration 
determines what we take in and live by, and in 
order to have a good spirit we must have a good 
inspiration ; we must breathe a good spiritual air. 
The quality of what we give out will be governed 
by that which we take in. Looking at the mat- 
ter in this practical way, we see the meaping and 
value of a confession of Christ. Confessing Christ 
directs the attention to him, places us opposite 
to and in the presence of him, where we breathe 
his atmosphere and become inspired by his em- 
anations. We must keep to the meaning of words 
and strict definitions. What is the meaning of 
inspiration? Itis simply inbreathing,a clear 
and comprehensible thing, without vagueness or 
mystery. The function of breathing is a vital 
une, which goes on continuously, without calling 
our special attention to it. So in true inspiration 
we come into the atmosphere of God by turning 
our attention to Christ, aud we breathe it, and it 
circulates through us, and regulates our life and 
action. Inspiration is the source of all righteous- 
ness, growth and improvement; and good in- 
spiration comes through the channel of the as- 
cending fellowship. Fellowship directed towards 
life that is better than ourselves, is equivalent 





to breathing that life and mixing with it. 





H. W. B.—We may have noted the difference 

on passing from the close-an2 
times witnessed in a sick room or an old damp 
cellar, into the open air of heaven. Similar is the 
effect on the inner life, of passing from the cavern 
of unbelief into the upper region of faith. The 
confession of Christ is like mountain air, invigor- 
ating throughout, and tending to destroy the bad 
effects of the devil's influence upon us. It pro- 
duces a good influence in our whole life, and as 
a means of imbibing and diffusing a good spirit, 
this agency stands first. 
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A Summer Day at Oneida. 





The sun of June is on yon hill, 
Whose westward slope before me lies ; 
The morning air is cool, and still, 
And dewy from the open skies. 
There’s music on the air afloat, 
The Robin’s voice of melody, 
The little Phebe’s pleasant n ote, 
Mingling with others full of glee. 


Perfume is Dorne from many flowers, 
F rom fields of clover blooming red, 
From honeysuckle’s fragrant bowers, 
From berries in their lowly bed. 
The landscape wears the robe of June, 
The fields appear in brightest green, 
The thickened foliage shades the noon, 
And flowers of varied hues are seen. 
The first ripe fruit was picked to-day, 
The vines with promise-buds o’erflow, 
The fruit trees their green fruit display, 
And bushes bend in row on row. 
Labor and taste have here caressed : 
Here smiling decked the scen’ry o’er, 
Plenty has laid on Beauty’s breast, 
The riches of Pomona’s store. 
I’ve trod these walks and cultured fields, 
Among the fruits, among the flowers, 
Joying that earth to culture yields, 
And all its hundred-fold is ours. 
But not these lands by culture dressed— 
Their beauty never drew me here; 
By foot of mine they'd ne’er been pressed, 
Had not some other charm been near. 
The building shows the Architects, 
The beauteous earth the Husbandmen, 
Just as the human face reflects 
The image of the soul within. 
The life that is so imaged here, 
Whose smile is bright on Nature’s face : 
This is the charm to me most dear, 
The one attraction of the place. 
To-day my hand bas wrought with their's, 
Adding its mite of toil, and skill, 
And throb for throb my bosom shares, 
Their joy, or grief, their good, or ill. 
We meet in this their pleasant home : 
Around the board we joyful meet ; 
Where music, swelling, fills the room ; 
Where many hands in work compete; 
In groups—at work—in pastime—play, 
In walks, or converse, friend with friend, 
Pass the full hours of Summer’s day, 
Till evening shades o’er earth descend. 
And as the shades around us fall, 
The parlor holds the central sway, 
The crowd within its spacious walls 
Cheerful, and joyful close the day. 
Verona, N. Y. A. Ne be 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letter from Brooklyn. 
Brooklyn, L. 1., Sept. 12, 1861. 

Dear Frrenps :—A little more than two years 
ago, | had the pleasure of visiting your Commu- 
nity, and expressed a desire to become a member; 
but a8 your accomodations would not ad mit of an 
increase, I was disappointed. At your suggestion, 
I wrote to the Community at Wallingford, and 
waited patiently for an answer, for at least three 
weeks, but no response came. I then started for 
California, in which place I spent eight months, 
but not being very successful in business affairs, 
returned home, since which time I have been 
more fortunate than I expected. I hold a good 
situation, and am also cunnected with the Brook- 
lyn Standard with which you exchange. Your 
paper to me is valuable and interesting, as I have 
always been a foilower of your doctrines. In pe- 
rusing your last issue, I was gratified to learn 
that you had succeeded so well in your new build- 
ing. I should like w have participated in your 
festivities, it must have been a happy occasion, 
far superior to the pic-nic. 

Well may you say that free criticism is the reg- 
ulator of Society. I think it is @ principle that 
should be encouraged throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. It is the mirror by which 


so vain and egotistical that it is almost a matter 
of imnangeihilite for we ta diennvar anr own fanlta. 
Then how much better it is for one to point out 
to another an imperfection, In your association, 
or community, the right is acknowledged, and 
when one is informed of a bad trait, he or she, 
earnestly strives to crush it out; but bow differ- 
ent outside: let a person inform another of a cer- 
tain fault, and the person so infurmed will imag- 
ine himself insulted, and accuse the informer of 
an improper motive. How long will it be before 
humanity will awaken to a sence of duty and of 
right ? 

I passed through Willow Place last week, 
and took a cursory glance at your old habitation 
Nos. 41 and 43. If you saw it you would hardly 
recognize it; instead of being clean and present- 
ing @ neat appearance it 'ooks as if it had been to 
the © wars.” The blinds are broken, and through 
several lights which ought to have been filled up 
with glass, a bundle protrudes either to keep out 
the rain or mosquitos. In short Nos. dl and 43 
Willow Place are now occupied by at least a fam- 
ily in every room. 

The war excitement still rages, and the people, 
irrespective of party, call for the emancipation of 
the slaves. The Democratic party in order to be 
successful have always submitted to the dictation 
of the southern politicians, but since their break- 
ing up of the Charleston convention which de- 
feated them, and gave the offices to their political 
foes, many northern democrats have held their 
southern friends in abhorrence, and when they 
had the audacity to fire on the Amurican flag, it 
was unbearable and with a unanimous voice they 
cried, “ Let us free the Negro.’’ The storming of 
Sumter was the death knell of Slavery. 

Notwithstanding the stringency of the times 
blocks of houses are in the course of erection in 
this city. Whether capitalists are taking advan- 
tage of the low price of labor, or are gifted with 
second sight, and behold the brightness of the fu- 
ture I cannot say, but this I do know, it keeps 
hundreds of poor mechanics from becoming pov- 
erty-stricken, and taking up their abode in the 
poor house. Yours truly, T. Rew. 

EE — ee - 
Condition of the Jews in the United States, 

The Jewish Messenger reviews the condition of 
the Jews in this country, and tells us what that 
people have done during the past year : 

“New synagogues have been dedicated at Cin- 
cinnati and New York ; new congregations formed 
at Boston and New York; literary associations 
have been founded at Cleveland and Hartford. A 
Hebrew free Sunday-school has been opened in 
this city ; a course of lectures, under the ausp‘ces 
of a Hebrew literary society, has been delivered 
at New York, where likewise, a grand banquet in 
aid of the Jews’ Hospital was given, yielding near- 
ly ten thousand dollars to the funds of that con- 
stitution. The Pacific Messenger was started at 
San Francisco, but survived only a few weeks; 
the Occident ceased to be a weekly publication, 
and resumed its magazine form; the True Pacific 
Messenger and Der Treue Bote (in German) are 
now issued at San Francisco. 

“ Preliminary steps, looking to a union among 
the Israelites of large cities for religious purposes, 
have been taken at Philadelphia and New York. 
The former movement has been thus far succuss- 
ful; the New York convention has, for the time 
being, suspended operations. The visit of Rabbi 
Abraham Nissan on a mission in aid of the Peru- 
shim congregation of Jerusalem, resulted in the 
collection of a considerable sum among our co-re- 
ligionists of the eastern and middle states.” 








The Seckel Pear. 


In a recent conversation with Joun Monse of Cay 
uga Bridge, whv has had much experience in raising 
and marketing pears, he placed the Bartlett first on 
the list; next the Doyenne Boussock; and third, 
the Flemish Beauty. He next named the Seckel, 
but remarked that its small size was a serious objec- 
tion. 

The Seckel, however, has some important advan- 
tages. It is scarcely ever attacked by fire-blight— 
it is a great bearer—und it is perhaps the richest 
in flavor of any pear ever raised. The objection of 
want of size may be partly obviated by good culti 
vation. Some years ago a few trees growing in 
grass gave fruit about the usual size, or a little 
larger than cherries The ground was tlien plowed 
and kept well cultivated, and the next crop fur- 
nished specimens as large as Virgalieus. They had 
at leust tripled in bulk. Last year, from a dwarf 
tree, standing in a strong, rich, cultivated soil, we 
had Seckel pears, the largest of which averaged 
three inches long, and two anda half in diameter, 
they were nearly as large as good Flemish Beauties, 
and would not have been recognized as Seckels. 
The crop this year, on the sametree promises to bé 
nearly as large. We have recently examined two 
large Seckel trees on the grounds of B. & 8. Bearry 
of Cayuga Co. The roots entered under an asb- 





we discover our imperfections. Human nature is 
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slops. They are loaded with fruit, while other sorts 
bear little or nothing. The crop, they state, usually 
furnishes as large pears as Virgalieus. So confident 
are they that this variety, by proper cultivation, 
may be made to grow large enough for market, that 
they have recently set out’ young orchard consist- 
ing largely of Seckels.—Country Gentleman. 





From Bushnell’s “ Nature and the Supernstural " 


Miracles and Spiritual Gifts 
not Discontinued. 
( Continued. ) 

But why ie it, some will ask, that we have 
only to hear of these things, and de not see 
them ? Why must we know them only through 
a degree of distance that takes away know- 
ledge ? But the truth is not exactly so. We 
come a great deal closer to them than we 
think. Having had this great question of su- 
pernatural fact upon my hands now for a num- 
ber of years, in a determination also to be 
concluded by no mere conventionalities, to ob- 
serve, inquire, listen, and judge, I have been 
surprised to find how many things were coming 
to my knowledge and acquaintance, that most 

ersons také it for granted are utterly incredi- 
Cie, except in what they call the age of mira- 
cles and apostolic gifts; that is, in the first 
three centuries of the church. Indeed, they 
are become so familiar, after only a few years 
of attention thus directed, and without inqui- 
ring after them, that their unfamiliar and 
strange look is gone ; they even appear to be- 
long, more or less commonly, to the church 
and the general economy of the Spirit. 


I will instance, first of all, a case not so 
clearly religious, but explicable in no way, by 
the mere casualities of nature. As I sat by 
the fire, one stormy November night, in a hotel 
parlor, in the Napa Valley of California, there 
came in a most venerable and benignant Jook- 
ing person, with his wife, taking their seats in 
the circle. The stranger, as I afterward 
learned, was Captain Yonnt, a man who came 
over into California, as a trapper, more than 
forty years ago. Here he has lived, apart 
from the great world and its questions, acquir- 
ing an immense landed estate, and becoming a 
kind of acknowledged patriarch in the country. 
His tall, manly person, and his gracious, pater- 
nal look, as totally unsophisticated in the 
expression, as if he had never heard of a pbi- 
losophic doubt or question in his life, marked 
him as the true patriarch. The conversation 
turned, I know not how, on spiritism and the 
modern necromancy, and he discovered a de- 
gree of inclination to believe in the reported 
mysteries. His wife, 2 much younger and 
apparently christian person, intimated that pro- 
bably he was predisposed to this kind of faith, 
by a very peculiar experience of his own, and 
evidently desired that he might be drawn out 
by some inteiligent discussion of his queries. 

At my request, he gave me his story. About 

six or seven years previous, in a mid-winter’s 
night, he had a dream, in which he saw what 
appeared to be a company of emigrants, arrest- 
ed by the snows of the mountains, and perish- 
ing rapidly by cold and hunger. He noted the 
very cast of the scenery, marked by a huge 
perpendicular front of white rock cliff; he saw 
the men cutting off what appeared to be tree 
tops, rising out of deep gulfs of snow; he dis- 
tinguished the very features of the persons, 
and the look of their particular distress. He 
woke, profoundly impressed with the distinct- 
ness and apparent reality of his dream. At 
lengih he fell asleep, and dreamed exactly the 
same dream again. In the morning he could 
not expel it from his mind. Falling in, shortly, 
with an old hunter comrade, he told him the 
story, and was only the more deeply impressed, 
by his recognizing, without hesitation, the scen- 
ery of the dream. This comrade came over 
the Sierra, by the Carson Valley Pass, and de- 
clared that a spot in the pass answered exactly 
10 his description. By this, the unsophisti- 
eated patriarch was decided. He immediately 
collected a company of men, with mules and 
blankets, and all necessary provisions. The 
neighbors were laughing, meantime, at his cre- 
dulity. ‘*No matter,” said he, “I am able 
to do this, and I will, for I verily believe: that 
the fact is according to my dream.”” The men 
were sent into the mountains, one hundred and 
fifty miles distant, direetly to the Carson Val- 
ley Pass. And there they found the company, 
in-exactly the condition of the dream, and 
brought in the remnant alive. 

A gentleman present said, “ you need have no 
doubt of this ; for we Californians all know the 
facts, and the names of the families brought in, 
who now look upon our venerable friend as a 
Lind of savior. These names he gave, and 
the places where they reside, and I found, af- 
terward, that the California people were ready, 
every where, to second his testimony. 

Nothing could be more natural, than for the 
good-hearted patriarch himself to add, that the 


brightest thing in his life, and that which gave 
him greatest joy, was his simple faith in that 
dream. I thought also I could see in that joy, 
the glimmer of a true christian love and life, 
into which, unawares to himself, he had really 
been entered by that faith. Let any one at- 
tempt now to account for the coincidences of 
that dream, by mere natural casualties, and he 
will be glad enough to,ease his labor, by the 
acknowledgment of » supernatural Providence. 

I fell in also, in that new world, with a dif- 
ferent and more directly christian example, in 
the case of an acquaintance, whom I had 
known for the last twenty years; an educated 
man, in successful practice as a physician; a 
man who makes no affectations of piety, and 

uts on no airs of sanctimony ; living always 
in a kind of jovial element, and serving every 
body but himself. He laughs at the current 
incredulity of men, respecting prayer, and re- 
lates many instances, out of his own experi- 
ence, to show—for that is his doctrine—that 
God will certainly hear every man’s prayer, if 
only he is honest in it. Among others, he 
ve the following:—He had hired his little 
ouse, of one room, in a new trading town that 
was planted last year, agreeing to give a rent 
for it of ten dollors per month. At length, on 
the day preceding the rent day, he found that 
he had nothing in hand to meet the payment, 
and could not see at all whence the money was 
to come. Consulting with his wife, they 
agreed that prayer, so often tried, was their 
only hope. They went, accordingly to prayer, 
and found assurance that their want should be 
supplied. That was the end of their trouble, 
and there they rested, dismissing farther con- 
cern. But the morning came, and the money 
did not. The rent owner made his appearance 
earlier than usual. Ashe entered the door, 
their hearts began to sink, whispering that now, 
for once, they must give it up, and allow that 
prayer had failed. But, before the demand 
was made, a neighbor coming in, called out the 
untimely visitor, engaging him in conversation, 
a few minutes, at the door. Meantime a stran- 
ger came in, saying, ‘ Dr. I owe you ten 
dollars, for attending me io a fever, at such a 
time, and here is the money.”’ He could mus- 
ter no recollection, either of the man or of the 
service, but was willing to be convinced, and 
so had the money in hand, after all, when the 
demand was made. When Stilling and Franke 
recite their multitudes of specific answers to 
rayer, their reports are very hastily discred- 
ited by many, because of their strangeness. 
But I have heard so many examples, personally, 
of the kind just cited, that I begin to think 
they are even common. 

Nothing is farther off from the christian ex- 
pectation of our New England communities, 
than the gift of tongues. So distant is their 
practical habit from any belief in the possible 
occurrence, that not even the question occurs 
to their thought. And yet, a very near christ- 
ian friend, intelligent in the highest degree, 
and perfectly reliable to me as my right hand, 
who was present at a rather private, social 
gathering of christian disciples, assembled to 
converse and pray together, as in reference to 
some of the Maler possibilities of christian 
sanctification, relates that, after one of the 
brethren had been speaking, in a strain of dis- 
couraging self-accusation, avother present 
shortly rose, with a strangely beaming look, 
and, fixing his eye on the confessing brother, 
broke out ina discourse of sounds, wholly un- 
intelligible, though apparently a truc language, 
accompanying the utterances with a very strange 
and peculiarly impressive gesture, such as + 
had never made at any other time; coming 
finally toa kind of ‘pause, and commencing 
again, as if at the same point, to go over in 
English, with exactly the same gestures, what 
had just been said. It appeared to be an in- 
terpretatien, and the matter of it was, a beau- 
tifully emphatic utterance of the great princi- 
ple of self-renunciation, by which the desired 
victory over self is to be obtained. There, had 
been po conversation respecting gifts of any 
kind, and no reference to their possibility. 
The circle were astounded by the demonstration, 
not knowing what to make of it. The instinct 
of prudence threw them on observing a gen- 
eral silence, and it is a curious fact that the 
public in H have never, to this hour, been 
startled by so much as a rumor of the gift of 
tongues, neither has the name of the speaker 
been associated with so much as a surmise of 
the real or supposed fact, by which he would 
be, perhaps, unenviably distinguished. It has 
been a great trial to him, it is said, to submit 
himself to this demonstration; which hay re- 
curred several times. 

I have heard also of as many as three dis- 
tinct cases of healing near at hand ; one where 
a father whose nearly grown-up daughter, sup- 
posed to be near to death, under the ravages of 
a brain fever, was permitted, in answer to his 
prayers, to see her rise up almost immediately, 











and the next day walking forth completely well ; 





one where a bad and dangerous swelling was 
immediately cured ; another where a sick man 
was restored, when life was despaired of by his 
family. 
In addition to these more domestic examples, 
I became acquainted, about two years , in 
a distant part of the world, with an English 
entleman, whose faith in the gift of healing 
Fad been established by his own personal ex- 
ercise of it. He wasaman whose connection 
and culture, whose well-formed, tall, and ro- 
bust looking person, whose beautifully simple 
and humble manners, and whose blameless, 
universally respected life among strangers not 
of the same faith, and knowing him only by 
his virtues and the sacrifices he was making for 
his opinions, were so many conspiring saben 
winning him a character of confidence, that 
excluded any rational distrust of his represen- 
tations. He gave me a full account, in manu- 
script, of some of the cases in which the heal- 
ing power appeared to be given him, with 
liberty to use them, as may best serve the con- 
venience of my present subject. 
It became a question with him, soon after 
his conversion, whether, as he had been healed 


spiritually, he ought not also to expect and re-| po 


ceive the healing of his body by the same faith ; 
for he had then been aa invalid for along time, 
with only a slender hope of recovery. After 
a hard struggle of mind, he was able, dismiss- 
ing all his prescribed remedies, to throw him- 
self on God, and was immediately and perma- 
nently made whole. 

At length, one of his children, whom he had 
with him, away from home, was taken ill with 
a scarlet fever. And ‘‘ now the question was,” 
I give his own words, ‘‘ what was to be done? 
The Lord had indeed healed my own sicknesses, 
but would he heal my son? I conferred with 
a brother in the Lord, who, having no faith in 
Christ’s healing power, urged me to send in- 
stantly for the doctor, and dispatched his 
groom on horseback to fetch him. Before the 
doctor arrived, my mind was filled with reve- 
lation on the subject. I saw that I had fallen 
into a snare, by turning away from the Lord’s 
healing hand, to lean on medical skill. 1 felt 
grievously condemned in my conscience. A 
fear also fell on me, ‘that if I persevered in 
this unbelieving course, my son would die, as 
his eldest brother had. The symptoms in both 
were precisely similar. The doctor arrived. 
My son, he said, was suffering from a scarlet 
fever, and medicine should be sent immedi- 
ahety While he stood prescribing, I resolved 
to withdraw the child, and cast him on the 
Lord. And when he was gone, I called the 
nurse and told her to take the child into the 
nursery and lay him on the bed. I then fell 
on my knees confessing the sin I had commit- 
ted against the Lord’s healing power. J also 
prayed most earnestly that it would please my 
Heavenly Father to forgive my sit, and to 
show that he forgave it, by causing the fever 
to be rebuked. I received a mighty conviction 
that my prayer was heard, and I arose and 
went to the nursery, at the end of a long pas- 
sage, to see what the Lord had done, and on 
opening the door, to my astonishment, the boy 
was sitting up in his bed, and on seeing me 
cried out, ‘1 am quite well and want to have 
my dinner.’ In an hour he was dressed, and 
well, and eating his dinner; and when the 
physic arrived it was cast out of the window. 
Next morning the doctor returned, and on 
meeting me at the garden pate he said, ‘I 
hope your son is no worse!’ ‘ He is very well, 
I thank you,’ said I, in reply. ‘ What can 
you mean,’ rejoined the doctor. ‘I will tell 
you, come in and sit down.’ I then told him 
all that had occurred, at which he fairly gasped 
with surprise. ‘May I see your son,’ he 
asked. ‘Certainly, doctor, but I see that you 
do not believe.’ We proceeded up stairs, and 
my son was playing with his brother, on the 
floor. The doctor felt his pulse and said, 
‘ Yes, the fever is gone.’ Finding also a fine, 
healthy surface on his tongue, he added, ‘ Yes, 
he is quite well, I suppose it was the crisis of 
his disease !’ *” 

Another of the cases which he reports, 
shéws more fully the working of his own mind, 
on the instant of healing. It was the case of 
a poor man’s child, who had heard him advo- 
cate the faith of healing, and, now that the 
physician, after attending bim for many months 
of illness, had given the little patient up, say- 
ing that he could do no more, the parents sent 
for him, in their extremity, to come and heal 
their son. He replied to the father, “ My 
dear friend, I can not heal your son, I can do 
nothing to help him. All that I can do is to 
ask you to kneel down and ‘pray with me, to 
Christ, that we may know what is his will in 
this matter.”’~ ‘‘ He immediately kuelt down 
with me,”’ and, the written account continues, 
‘* my prayer was a reminding of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ of his mercy to the sick, when he 
was on the earth, and that he never sent any 
sick away, unhealed. I then presented the 





petition of the father and mother, that their 
son might be healed, and besought the Lord to 
show what his will was in the case. Whilst I 
was prem. bers supplication, it was revealed to 
me, through the Ho ly Spirit, that I was to lay 
hands on the boy, and receiving at the time, 
great faith to do so, I arose and, not wishing 
to be observed by the father, I laid my hand 
on the Jad’s head, and said in a low tone of 
voice—‘ I lay my hand on thee in the name of 
Jesus Christ.’ In an instant I saw color rush 
into his pale cheeks, and it seemed as if a glow 
of bealth was given, insomuch that I said in- 
voluntarily, ‘ 1 think your son will recover.’ 
I then hastily left the room. In less than an 
hour, the mother came to my house and insist- 
ed on yey me, to tell me the wonderful 
things that had happened to her son. The re- 
sult was that the boy was about the next day.” 

The other cases narrated by him, are scarce- 
ly less remarkable. At the same time, he 
admits, with characteristic ingenuousness, that 
no such gift has been vouchsafed him now, for 
a number of years, and that most of the ex- 
pectations he had in connection with the apos- 
tolic wonder, thus restored, have been disap- 
inted. What God’s design was, in the gift 
thus temporarily bestowed, is a profound mys- 
tery to him, and he submits himself calmly in 
it to the better, though inscrutable wisdom of 
God. Probably enough, the reason of his 
gift was exhausted in affording, to these truths 
of faith, that evidence which is necessary to 
their just equlibrium. 





Papa, What is a Newspaper? 


Organs that gentlemen play, my boy, 
To answer the taste of the day, my boy, 
Whatever it be, 
They hit on the key, 
And pipe in full concert away, my boy. 


News from all countries and climes, my boy, 
Advertisements, essays, and rhymes, my boy, 
Mixed up with all sorts 
Of (f)lying reports, 
And published at regular times, my boy. 


Articles able and wise, my boy, 

At least in the editor’s eyes, my boy, 
And logic so grand 
That few understand 

To what in the world it applies, my boy. 


Statistics, reflections, reviews, my boy, 
Little scraps to instruct and amuse, my boy, 
And lengthy debate 
Upon matters of state, 
For wise-headed folk to peruse, my boy, 


The funds as they were and they are, my boy, 
The quibbles and quirks of the bar, my boy, 
And every week 
A clever critique 
On some rising theatrical star, my boy. 


The age of Jupiter’s moons, my boy, 

The stealing of somebodys’ spoons, my boy, 
The state of the crops, 
The style of the fops, 

And the wit of the public buffoons, my koy. 


Lists of physical ills, my boy, 

Banished by somebody’s pills, my boy, 
Till you ask with surprise 
Why any one dies, 

Or what’s the disorder that kills my boy. 


Who has got married to whom, my boy, 
Who were cut off in their bloom, my boy, 
Who has had birth 
On this sorrow-stained earth, 
And who totters fast to the tomb, my boy. 


The price of cattle and grain, my boy, 

Directions to dig and to drain, my boy, 
But ’twould take me too long 
To tell you in song 

A quarter of all they contain, my boy. 


—Anenymous. 





How a Man FeELs wHen ue 18 Suot.—We 
take the following from a letter written by one of 
the gallant Iowa volunteers who fought in the 
battle near Springfield, Mo.:—“I was standing, 
or rather kneeling. behind a little bush reloading 
my musket, just before the rebels engaged in this 
close work retreated. Suddenly I felt a sharp 
pain in the shoulder, and fell to the ground.— 
Jumping up, one of our boys asked me if I was 
hurt. I replied [ thought not, and drew up my 
musket to fire, when he said: ‘ Yes ; you are 
shot right through the shoulder.’ I think it was 
this remark, more than the wound, which caused 
the field all at once to commence whirling around 
me in a very strange manner. I started to leave 
it with a halfounce musket ball in my shoulder, 
and once or twice fell down with dizziness, but in 
a short time recovered sufficiently to be able to 
walk back to Springfield, nine miles, where the 
ball was taken out.”— Exchange. 








Go Correspondents. | 





D, P. R.—Your communication is well-meant, 
but is not adapted to our columns. 

F. H. W.—You avow yourself an atheist, and 
criticise us for superstition. We are sorry for you, 
but have no heart to argue the point of the existence 
of God and the truth of Christianity, with one in 
your position. As to founding a society on .ueh ® 
basis as you propose, the idea appears to us more 
visiorary than the wildest fancies of what you term 
‘* superstition.” 

Lerrers Nor ornerwise acknowirperp.—A. 8. 
Gray. , 
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